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Title: Verbal Behavior in the classroom- tactics and principles used to elicit communication
This panel discusses verbal behavior as it is applied in multiple educational contexts, domains, and settings.  The first research study investigated the effects of peer tutoring training on increased socialization in free play settings. The second investigation focused on the effects of teaching sign language to increase the mand repertoire. Each of these investigations was conducted by teachers and supervisors in Shema Kolainu - Hear Our Voices, a Brooklyn ABA school serving children on the autism spectrum.
The Effects of Peer Tutoring Training on Increased Socialization in Free Play Settings with Children Diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorders
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Abstract

The current investigation focuses on conditioning peers as reinforcers through peer tutoring training. Two school age students and four preschool students diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) participated in the study. Reinforcement schedules were monitored by the trainer and implemented by the tutor who presented mastered targets to the tutee. The effects of peer tutoring on increased socialization in free play settings for both the tutor and the tutee were measured once criteria was met on reinforcement delivery in peer tutoring sessions.

The Effects of Teaching Sign Language to Increase the Mand Repertoire with Children Diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorder
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Abstract

The current study demonstrates the effectiveness of teaching sign language to increase mand repertoire.  Three school age students and one preschool student diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) participated in the study.  A prompt fading procedure was used to teach the students sign language.  Increases in generalized mands emitted per day were measured at baseline and following sign language training.  Both vocal and non-vocal mands increased as a result of the tactic implemented.

